Minutes of Hathern Parish Council meeting held on Monday 19th December at 7.30 p.m.
In the Village Hall.

Present:  Councillors Dann, Croft, Neville, Harper and Boyes, Mrs. Spencer – clerk,
                  1 member of the public, Borough Councillors Newton and Smith.

Apologies:  These were received from Councillor Walker and the local Police.

Police Matters;
                     No police present so nothing to report.

Public Participation;
                     A decision about the Charnwood Local Plan has been delayed until later in the 
                     New Year.   Councillor Newton asked if residents were having any issues with
                     Broadband connections, but we have not heard of any problems.
                     Mr. Frank Cooper a member of the Allotment Association  enquired about the status of 
                     This Association.  We reported that we had heard nothing from anyone since
                     Commenting on the draft constitution .  Mr. Cooper agreed to speak to Mr. Edgeley
                     and try to resurrect the Association.  Mr. Cooper is going to draw up a letter to invite
                     all allotment holders to a meeting, and then contact the clerk about sending out the 
                     letters,  He also enquired about the state of the track down the middle of the field
                     and car parking spaces.  When they hold the first meeting of the Association these 
                     two items are to be put on the agenda.  The Chairman agreed to send his original 
                     comments on the constitution to Mr. Cooper.
Declarations of Interest;
                     None were declared.

                     The minutes of the last meeting were signed as a true record.

Matters arising from minutes;
  Highway Issues;
  Severn Trent Water – storm water in the village;
                      The Chairman had received an e-mail from Mr. Conway, but it did not deal with the
                      work we wanted doing.  It was suggested that we get another quote from a consultant,
                       and the Chairman is to speak to Councillor Roden asking for recommendation of  an 
                       alternative consultant.
.
  Missing bollard – Pasture Lane;
                      Councillor Newton is going to take up this matter with L.C.C. because we have reported
                      it several times, but nothing gets done.  Councillor Newton is also going to look into the
                      matter of overgrown vegetation at the entrance to the Old Woodyard.
  Village de-cluttering (signage);
                      This work has now been completed by L.C.C.
  Planted area outside school;
                      We have got a quote from Ravenstone for doing this work for us at over £1000.00.
                      We have decided to do the work ourselves in the Spring.
  Access off A6 to Brunsleigh Croft;
                      Councillors have checked the planning permission for this development and it appears
                       that  there is nothing we can do at this stage to get this junction improved.
  Street naming (off Shepshed Road)
                      Charnwood Borough Council have accepted our suggestions for naming the three
                      roads after long serving headmasters of the primary school, Lammas, Fern and Hollis.
  New grit bin – Hawthorne Avenue;
                    Residents living in the vicinity of the proposed grit bin have been informed and there
                    has not been any objections.  The Chairman is to order a new bin at a cost of £200 
                    from L.C.C
  Grass verges top of Wide Street- L.C.C.
                    This is again to be reported to L.C.C. 
  L.C.C. Street Lighting reduction programme consultation;
                    We have sent our response to this consultation. 
                    
  L.C.C. A6 Gateway treatment consultation;
                    The Chairman is in contact with Mr. Alex Taylor from L.C.C. about having vehicle
                    activated signs at the entrances to the village and some form of gateway  in the same
                    location.
 Hathern Park Issues;
  Single allotment;
                    The solicitor is now preparing some paperwork for us to sign from Land Registry
                    which will be forwarded to us shortly.
  Painting play equipment;
                    Nothing to report as Councillor Walker was not at the meeting.
  Tree surgery;
                    This work will be carried out shortly.  We are to ask the tree surgeon to mark the
                    saplings planted in the hedgerow down Pasture Lane with a yellow ribbon.

Correspondence;
                    We received a request from PRIDE alarms for a donation and we agreed to give 
                    them £100.00, this would mean they have enough funds earmarked for Hathern to
                   supply 2 PRIDE alarms, in the forthcoming year if needed.

Electricity sub-station – Hathern park;
                   It  was agreed that a site meeting be arranged with Councillors to discuss the 
                   siting of the sub-station, whether we leave it where it is, move it to the site of the
                   old box or site it in the position it should have originally been placed.  Western
                   Power have agreed that they would be prepared to move it if necessary.  The clerk
                   to arrange a site meeting early in the New Year.

Green Spaces planting and planters;
                   The remaining flower bulbs have been planted on Cross Street and Greenhill Rise.
                   We have planted 60 shrubs purchased from Hathern Nurseries in Laurie’s Lane.
                   We are still waiting for a quote on the price of snowdrops for planting down Pasture
                   Lane.  Further projects proposed are a tree to be planted for the Diamond
                   Jubilee possibly in the Leys and also planting some small shrubs around the Silver
                   Jubilee at the top of Wide Street, also to tidy up the gravelled area in the Leys with
                   some small shrubs and nest boxes.  Councillors agreed to a spending limit of £350.00
                   for these schemes (excluding the Diamond Jubilee Tree).   Councillor Newton is going 
                  to look into how we go about getting Laurie’s Lane named.
                  We have decided to have flat coping stones placed on top of the planters.
                  The cost of the planters will be £3100.00 and we would like to get this money spent
                  In this financial year, Councillor Neville to speak to the contractor about when the 
                  work will commence.

Hathern Cross Project;
                  We are still waiting for L.C.C. to come up with a proposed scheme for this project, this 
                   should be ready for early in the New Year.   It now seems unlikely that we will not get the
                   grant from CBC as it was available in this financial year.  Mr. Gimpel is retiring and
                   Mr. M. Fennell from CBC will be our contact for this project.

Grounds Maintenance and Roadside Verges Tender Process;
                   The specification has now been amended and is ready to be sent out to interested
                   parties.  The advertisement will be placed in the Loughborough Echo on 5th January,
                  2012.  The closing date for tenders to be submitted is 23rd January, 2012 and this item
                  will be on the agenda for the meeting on 30th January, 2012.
                 
Clerks Employment Contract;
                  This has now been completed and signed by the clerk.

Planning Matters;
                  Nothing to discuss.

Financial Matters;
                  The precept form for 2012/13 was signed ready for  submission to Charnwood
                  Council in January, 2012.  The clerks payment details have now been sent to 
                  the accountants Aspire and they will pay the clerk by standing order every 3 months
                  commencing on 1st December, 2011.

Accounts for payment:
                   The following invoices were approved and cheques drawn;
                   Roma Landscapes                               £573.60
                   Gelsmoor Nurseries                           £  45.00
                   Hathern Nurseries                              £240.00
                   L.C.C.                                                     £100.00
                   C. Gee                                                   £ 75.00
                   Hathern Rec. Assoc.                           £200.00
                   C. Betts                                                 £250.00
                   Aspire PBS Ltd.,                                   £ 88.80
                   Aspire PBS Ltd.,                                  £517.00
                   PRIDE alarms                                      £100.00
                   M. Spencer                                        £1289.70
                   A. Croft                                                 £ 54.14

Report from Finance and General Purposes Working Group:
  Newsletter;
                   The first issue of the new Newsletter has been distributed around the village, it is 
                   hoped to issue three throughout the year, the next being distributed in March.
  Improvements to play equipment, Hathern Park (Section 106);
                   We are to look into how to apply for the Section 106 money from Charnwood Council.
                   It is understood that we have 5 years to apply for the funding from the date planning
                   permission for the David Wilson estate was granted.  Councillor S. Smith is going to look 
                   into this for us  and come back with the information.

Highways and Footpaths;
                   The clerk to speak to L.C.C. about white lines and a Give Way at the junction of Pasture
                   Lane and Cross Street.
                   Councillor Newton is to speak to L.C.C. about the proposed road closure down Pasture
                   Lane for re-surfacing work.

                   Meeting closed  at 9.10 p.m.


  
                     
 
                
